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When Caroline and Colin’s
eyes met across a crowded
office in January 2001, there
was an instant attraction. “It
actually just happened by
chance,” says Caroline. “We
only worked together for a
short period of time, but we
were working on the same
project and became close
quite quickly”.

After having spent two
special weekends at the
Lodge on Loch Lomond
Hotel, Colin knew that
Caroline loved it there and
decided that it would be the

perfect place to propose.
Just before Christmas in
2002, Caroline and
Colin planned another
weekend away. On the
morning that they were
due to return home,

much to Caroline’s surprise, Colin got down
on one knee and popped the question with a
beautiful diamond solitaire ring! “It
happened as we walked along the banks of

Loch Lomond, and couldn’t have been more
romantic,” remembers Caroline.

The planning of the wedding started
immediately, as Caroline knew that she
wanted to be married in the summer. “I
wanted to have enough time to organise
everything but not have a really long
engagement,” she laughs. They both had free
time over the festive season, and this seemed
like the perfect opportunity to start
organising their dream
wedding.

Caroline planned the
wedding herself, helped
by both her Mum and
Colin. With the venue
taking first priority,
they spent time viewing
a few prospective
hotels. Nowhere
seemed appropriate,
until they visited Braid
Hills Hotel in
Edinburgh. “It just felt
right for us; we liked
the way we were
treated, and the staff
made it feel so special.

“I wanted to have enough 

time to organise everything 

but not have a really 

long engagement”
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We were delighted that the manager had
plenty of time for us, which we hadn’t felt
in other hotels.”

They originally planned to hold both the
ceremony and reception in Braid Hills, but
decided that they would prefer a more
traditional setting for the ceremony. Colin,
a former pupil at George Heriot’s School,
mentioned that the school had an
intimate, 400-year-old chapel. “We
arranged a visit and when I saw the chapel,
the grounds and the views of Edinburgh
Castle in the background, I fell in love
with it,” beams Caroline.

With the venue reserved, Caroline’s
attention turned to finding the perfect
dress! Taking along her Mum for advice,
the bride-to-be visited numerous bridal
salons. After trying on various styles, she
opted for a Hilary Morgan Ivory dress
from Susan Gregory in Edinburgh. “The
minute I tried it on, my Mum and I knew
it was the perfect dress for me.”

Caroline picked out an exquisite copen
blue gown, also by Hilary Morgan, for
Colin’s sister, who was to be her best maid.
This colour was continued in the
charming dresses, hand-made by fashion
designer Mette Baillie of Freja Fashions in
Edinburgh, which were worn by her three
nieces as flowergirls. “I was absolutely
delighted with the dresses,” says Caroline.
“Mette was recommended by a friend from
work. She not only made a perfect job of
the dresses but the whole experience was
really exciting, and a lot of fun for the girls
too!”

Colin wanted a traditional Scottish look
for his outfit, and settled upon Modern
Green Douglas tartan, which features a
touch of blue, and complemented the
bridesmaids perfectly. The best man,
ushers and both the bride and groom’s
fathers wore the same tartan. Colin opted
for the Argyle jacket with a blue cravat and

dark socks, making him stand out
from the other male members of the
wedding party.

Caroline had a definite picture in her
mind of the flowers for her big day.
“Long before I even started looking in
magazines, I had this idea that I
wanted cream roses.” Having visited
Harvest Garden in Morningside, who
were wonderfully helpful, Caroline
chose a bouquet of striking cream
vendella roses, which were accentuated
by pearls. This theme was continued
in the men’s buttonholes and in the
bridesmaids’ bouquets, which
incorporated vendella roses with
traditional Scottish thistles.

The day of the wedding in August
2003 was filled with glorious
sunshine. “I think it was one of the
hottest days of the year, and was just
gorgeous,” the bride says. Caroline
awoke in the morning feeling
especially nervous but also excited that
the day had finally arrived. As she
walked through the spectacular
grounds of George Heriot’s School to
meet her groom, she was accompanied
by the sound of a traditional Scottish
piper, which was a dream come true
for Caroline.

Following an emotional ceremony,
the guests were whisked off for a
fabulous reception at the Braid Hills
Hotel. The couple had a slight
‘mishap’ on the way to the reception -
their beautiful Silver Shadow Rolls
Royce broke down, leaving them
abandoned halfway to the hotel!
Fortunately, photographer Neil
Fordyce came to the rescue. Learning
they were in trouble, he sent another
chauffeur back to collect them. “Neil
was fantastic and he made it all light-
hearted!” laughs Caroline.

Following a delicious meal and an
exceptionally touching speech by
Colin for his new wife, the guests
danced the night away. “Our dance
floor was never empty and, for me,
that’s a sign that everyone had a great
time.” The guests were still raring to
go at the end of the night and there
was an emotional end to the evening
as they looked back on the events of
the day.

Colin and Caroline continued their
celebrations with a honeymoon to
their favourite country, Italy. They
spent time soaking up the sun in Lake
Garda in a hotel overlooking the lake.
The remainder of the trip was spent in
romantic Venice, before ending with
some shopping in Verona.

“For me, the highlight was being
with all my family and friends and the
fact that my relatives from America
and down south were all there for us,”
says Caroline. “It meant the world to
me and it really was the best day of my
life.”

“Long before I even started

looking in magazines, I had

this idea in my mind that I

wanted cream roses!”



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


